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An unflinching look at nineteenth- and twentieth-century African American leaders and their
visionary legacies.

In an accessible, conversational format, Cornel West, with distinguished scholar Christa Buschendorf,
provides a fresh perspective on six revolutionary African American leaders: Frederick Douglass, W. E. B.
Du Bois, Martin Luther King Jr., Ella Baker, Malcolm X, and Ida B. Wells. In dialogue with Buschendorf,
West examines the impact of these men and women on their own eras and across the decades. He not only
rediscovers the integrity and commitment within these passionate advocates but also their fault lines.
 
West, in these illuminating conversations with the German scholar and thinker Christa Buschendorf,
describes Douglass as a complex man who is both “the towering Black freedom fighter of the nineteenth
century” and a product of his time who lost sight of the fight for civil rights after the emancipation. He calls
Du Bois “undeniably the most important Black intellectual of the twentieth century” and explores the more
radical aspects of his thinking in order to understand his uncompromising critique of the United States,
which has been omitted from the American collective memory. West argues that our selective memory has
sanitized and even “Santaclausified” Martin Luther King Jr., rendering him less radical, and has
marginalized Ella Baker, who embodies the grassroots organizing of the civil rights movement. The
controversial Malcolm X, who is often seen as a proponent of reverse racism, hatred, and violence, has been
demonized in a false opposition with King, while the appeal of his rhetoric and sincerity to students has been
sidelined. Ida B. Wells, West argues, shares Malcolm X’s radical spirit and fearless speech, but has “often
become the victim of public amnesia.”
 
By providing new insights that humanize all of these well-known figures, in the engrossing dialogue with
Buschendorf, and in his insightful introduction and powerful closing essay, Cornel West takes an important
step in rekindling the Black prophetic fire so essential in the age of Obama.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Black Prophetic Fire. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Black
Prophetic Fire. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Jose German:

The book Black Prophetic Fire can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the great thing like a book Black Prophetic Fire? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Black Prophetic Fire has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Pam Boyd:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Black Prophetic Fire book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Black Prophetic Fire as good book not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Rosemary Robinson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Black Prophetic Fire provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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